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By Iaac Bickerftaff Efq; ' 





Quicquid agunt Homines “noftri Farrago Libelli. 





From Thurfday September 1. to Saturday September 3. 1709. 


White's Chocolate-houfe, September 2. 


Of the Enjoyment of. Life with Regard to others. 


HAVE ever thought it the greate(t Dimi- 
nution to the Roman Glory imag)nable, that 
in their Inftitution of Publick Triumphs, they 
led their Enemies in Chiins when they were 
Prifoners. It is to be allowd, that doing all 

Honour to the Superiority of Heroes above the reft 
of Mankind, mutt needs conduce to the Glory and 
Profit of a Nation; but what thocks the Imagina- 
tion to reflect upon, is, that a polite People fhould 
think it reatonable, that an unhappy Man, who was 
noway inferior to the Victor, but by the Chance of 
War, fhould be led like a Slave at the Wheels of 
his Chariot. But thete other Circumttances of a 
Triumph, That 1 w s not allow’d in a Civil War; 
when the whole City could not rejoice together; 
jeft Part of it fhould be in Tears, while-the ovher 
was making Acclamations; That it thould not 
given, except fuch a Number weré flain in Battle 
tat ee General fhould be diigrac’d who made a 
falie Mu‘ter of his Dead: Thete, 1 tay, had great 
and politick Ends in- their being eftablithd, and 
tended to the apparent Advantage of the Common- 
wealth. But this Behaviour to the Conquer’d had 
no Foundation in Nature or Policy, but to gratity 
the Iniolence of an haughty People, who triumph’d 
over barbzrous Nations, by a¢ting what was fit 
only for thoie very Barbarians to practife. Tt {eems 
wonderiul, that they who were io refiu’d as to 
take Care, that to compleat the Honour done to 
the victoricus Officer, no Power thould be known 
ateve lim in the Empire on the Day of his 
Triumph , but that the Contuls themtelves 
fhould be but Guefts at his Table that Evening, 
could’ not take it into Though to make the 
Man of chief Note among his Pritoners.one of 
the Company. This would have improv'd the 
Gladneis of the Occafion, and the Victor had 


‘made a much greater Figure, in that no other 


Man appear’d unheppy on fiis Day, than in that no 
other Man appear’d great. But we will wave at 
reten; iuch important Incidents, and turn our 

oughts rather to the tamiliar Part of human 
Lite, and we fhall find, that the great Bufineis 


we contend for, isin a leis Degree what thote Ro- 


mans did on raore folemn Occafions,to triumph over 
our Fellow Creitures; and there 1s hardly a Man 
to be tound, who would not rather be in Pain to 
appear happy, than-be really happy and thought 
miicrable. This Men attempt by tumptuous Equi- 
pages, :plendid Houfes, numerous Servants, and 
all the Cures and Puriuits of an ambitious or 
fafhionable Lift. Bromeo and Tabio are particular- 
ly Ill-withers to each other, and Rivals in Happi- 
nels, There is no Way in Nature 10 good to pro- 
cure the Etteem of the one, as. to give him little 
Notices of certain fecret Points wherein the other 
Isuneaty. Gnagho has the Skill of doing this, and 
never applauds the Improvements Rromeo has been 
many Year? making, and ever will be making; but 
he adds, Now this very Thing was iny Thought 
when Zabio was pulling up his Underwood , 


but he never would hear of it ; yet now your Gara 
dens are-in this Pofture, he is ready to hang him- 
felt... Well, td be fincere, that Situation of his can 
never make an- agreeable Seat: He may make his 
Houfe and Appurtenances what he pleafes; but he 
cannot remove ‘em to the fame Ground where Bre 
meo {tands. But of all Things under the Sun, a 
Man that is happy at Second-hand’ is the molt 
monftrous. “Tis a very ftrange Madneis (antwers 
Bromeo) if a Man on thefe Occafions can think 
of any End but pleafing himfelf. As for my Part, 
if Tings are convenient, I hate all Ottencation : 
There is no End of the Folly of adapting our Af 
fairs to the Imagination of others. Upon which 
the next Thing he does, is to enlarge every Thing 
wherein. he hears his Rival has atteinpted to imi- 
tate chim; but their Misfortune is, that they are 
in their Time of Life, in their Eftates, and in theit 
Underitanding, equal; fo that the Emulation may 
continue to the laft Day of their Lives. As it flands 
now, Tabio has heard Bromeo has lately purchas’d 
Two Hundted a Year in the Annuities fince he 
Jatt fettled the Account of their Happinets, in 
which he thought himielf to have the Ballance, 
This may feem a very fantattical Way of thinking 
in thete Men; but there is nothing fo common, 
as a Man’s endeavonring rather to go fu:ther than 
fome other Ferfon towards an eaty Fortune, than 
to form any certain Standard that would make 
himielf happy. 


. Will's Coffee-houfe, September 2. 

Mr. Daitile has been this Evening very profufe of 
his Eloquence upon the Talent of turning Things 
into Ridicule ; and feem’d to tay very juftly, That 
there was generally in it tomething too difingenu- 
cus for the Society of liberal Men, except it werg 
governd by the Circumftances of \Perions, Time, 
and Place. This Talent, continued he, is to be 
usd as a Man does his Sword, not to be drawn 
but in his own Defence, or to bring Pretenders and 
Impoftors in Society to a true Light. But we have 
feen this Faculty fo miftaken, that the Burleique of 
Virgil tiimtelf has pais'd, among Men of little Taft, 
for Wit ; and the nobleft Thoughts thit can enter 
into the Heart of Man, levell’d with Ribaldry and 
Baienets: Tho’ by ‘the Rules of Juftice, no Man 
ought to be ridicul’d tor any Imperfection, who 
does not fet up for eminent Sufficiency in that Way 
wherein he is defective. Thus Cowatds, who 
would hide themfelves by an affected Terror in 
their Mien and Drefs; and Pedants, who would 
fhow the Depth of their Knowledge by a fuperci- 
lious Gravity, are equally the Objects of Laughter. 
Not that they are in themielves ridiculous for their 
Want of Courage, or Weakneis of Underttanding, 
but that they teem intenfible of their own Place in 
Life, and unhappily rank shemtelves with thofe, 
whofe Abilitics, compar'd to their Defects, make 
‘em contemptible. At the fame Time, it muft be 
semark’d, That Rifibility being the Effect of Rea- 
fon, a Man ougiit to be expelid from iober Com- 
pany who laugi.s without it. Ha! ha! fays Will, 
Truby, who iat by, Will any Man pretend to give 
me Laws when I thould laugh, or tell me what I 
fhould laugh at? Look ye, aniwer'd Humphrey 


Sly- 





Siyboots, you. ate mightily miftaken 5 you may, 
man leaks, make want Noite you do, and no Bady 
canhinder an Englifh Gentleman from putting his 
Face into what Pofture he thinks fit; but, take my 
Word for it, that Motion which you now make 
with your Mouth open, and the Agitation of your 
Stomach, which you relieve by vote your Sides, 1s 
not Laughter : Laughter isa more weighty Thing than 
you imagine; and I'll tell you a Secret, You never 
did laugh in your Life ; and to tell you the Truth! 
ain aftaid you never will, except you take great 
Care to becur’d of thote Convulfive Fits. Truby 
Jeft us, and when he had go. Two Yards from us, 
Well (iaid he) you are ftrange Fellows, and was 
immediately taker with another Fit. The Trubies 
are a weil-natur'd Family, whofe particular Make 
is fuch, that they: have the fame Pleaiure out of 
good Will, which other People have in that Scorn 
which is the Caufe of Laughter; Therefore their 
burfting into the Figures or Men that are laughing, 
roceeds only from a general Benevolence they are 
rn with; as the Slyloors imile only on the great- 
eft Occafion of Mirth; which Difference is caus‘d 
rather from a ditferent Structure of their Org:ns, 
than that one is lefs mov'd than the other... 1 know 
Sowerly frets inwardly when Will. Traby laughs at 
him; but when I meet him, and he burits out, 
I know ’tis out of his abundant Joy to fee me, 
which he exprefles by that Vociferation which is in 
others Laughter. But I fhall defer confidering this 
Subject at large, til! 1 come to my Treatile of Oici- 

tation, Laughter, and Ridicule. 

From my own Apartment, September 2. 

The following Letter bing a Panegyrick upon 
me for a Quality which every Man may attain, 
an Acknowledgment. of his Faults; I thought it 
for the good of my Fellow Writers to publifh it. 


SIR, 
< }7 muft be allow’d, that Efquire Bicker/taff is of 


al) Authors the moft ingenuous. There are tew, 
very few, that will own themielves in a Miltake, 
* tho’ all the World fee’em to be in downright 
© Noifence. You'll be pleafed, Sir, to pardon this 
* Expreflion, for the iame Reafon for which you 
* once defit’d us to excuie you when you iecm’d a- 
ny thing dull. Molt Writers, like the Generali- 
ty of Panl Lorrain’s Saints, iecm to place a pecu- 
liar Vanity in dying bard. But you, Sir, to thow 
a good Exemple to your Brethren, have not only 
conteis'd, but of your own Accord mended tie 
Indi¢tment. Nay, you have been io good-natur'd 
as to dificover Beauties in it, which, [Il aflure 
you, he that drew it never dream‘d of: And to 
make your Civility the more accomplifh’d, you 
have honour'd him with the Title of your Kinf- 
man, which, tho’ deriv'd by the Lett-Hand, he is 
not a little proud of. My Brother (for fuch Oba- 
diah ts) being, at pretent very bufy about nothing, 
has order’d me to return you his fincere Than 
for all thete Favours ; and, as a finall Token of 
his Gratitude, to communicate to you the follow- 
ing Piece of intelligence, which, he thinks, be- 
longs more properly to you than toany others of 
our Modern hiltorians. AZadonella, who as twas 
thought had long fince taken her Flight towards 
the Astherial Manfions, ftill walks, 1t' feems, in 
the Regions of Mortality; where the has found, 
by deep Reflections on the Revolution mention’d 
in yours of Fune the 23d, That where early In- 
ftructions have been wafting to imprint true 
Idea’s of Things on the tender Souls ot thofe of 
her Sex, they are never after able to arrive at {uch 
a Pitch of Perfection, as to be above the Laws. of 
Mager and Motion; Laws which are confide- 
rably enforc'd by the Principles uiually imbib'd 
in Nurferics and Boarding-Schools. To remedy this 
€ Evil,the has laid tle Scheme of a College for young 
¢ Damiels ; where, inftead of Sciflors, Needles, and 
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if Samplers; Pens, Compaffes, Quadrants, Book; 


© Manuicripts, Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, are tg 
© take up their whole Time, Only on Holydayg 
* the Students will, for moderate Exercife, be al. 
‘ low'd to divert themtclves vith the Ute of 
* fome of the lighteft and molt voluble Weapons; 
* and proper Care will be taken to give them 
* at leait a iuperficial Tincture or the Ancient and 
* Modern Ainazonian Tacticks, Of theie Military 
© Performances, the Direction is undertaken 
© Epicene, the Wrixer of Memoirs from the Meditera 
© rancan, who, by the Help of foie artificial Po}. 
* fons convey d by Smells, has within thete few 
© Weeks brought miny Perions of both Sexes to 
¢ an untimely Fate ; and, what is more furprifin 
* has, contrary toher Proteffion, with the tame Odors, 
© reviv'd others who had long fince been drown’d in 
* the Whirlpools of Lerhe. Another of the Profeffors 
£ is to be a certain Lady, who is now publithing 
© two or the choicelt Saxon Novels, which are faid 
© to have been in as great Repute with the Ladieg 
© of Queen Emma's Court, as the Memoirs from the 
¢ New Atalantis are with thofe of ours. I thal 
* make it my Bufinefs to enquire into the Progrefg 
© of this learned Inftitution, ‘and give you the firk, 
* Notice of their Philofophical Tranfactions, and 
* Searches after Nature. 

Yours, 8c. 


Tobiah Greenhat, 


_ St. Fames's Coffce-houfe, September 2. 

This Day we have receiv Advices by the Way 
of Offend, which give 2n Account of an Engage. 
ment between the French and the Allies on the 11th 
Inttant, W.S. The Marfhal Boxfflers arriv'd in the 
Evemys Camp on the 5ih, and acquainted the 
Marthal Villars, That he did not come in any Chas 
racter, but to receive his Commands for the King’s 
Service, and communicate to him his Orders upon 
the pretent Pofture of Affairs. On the oth, both 
Armies advanc’d tow- rds each other, and cannona- 
ded all the eniu:ng Day till the Clote of the Eve. 
ning, and ftood to their Arms all the Night be. 
tween the roth and 11th. Early on the 1ith, the 
Cannonading was renew’d about Seven : The Duke 
of Argyle had Orders to attack the Wood Sarr on 
the Enemy’s_Right, which he executed fo fuccefy 
fully, that he penetrated it, and won a confidgra 
ble Port. The Prince of Orange had the fame good 
Fortune at a Wood on their Left: After which, 
the whole Body of the Confederates, join’d by the 
Forces from the Siege, march’d up, and engag’d 
the Enemy, who were drawn up at 1ome Dituine 
from theie Woods. The Difpute was very warm 
for tome Time; but towards Noon the French 
began to give Ground from one Wing to the other: 
Which Advantage being obierv’d by our Generals, 
the whole Army was urg’d on with freth Vigour, 
and in a few Hours the Day ended wath the intire 
Defeat of the Enemy. 


Advertifements. 


This Day is publith’d, 
*,” TheSEVENTH VOL. of the Works of Mr, Wm. 
Shskefpeare: Containing, Venus and Adonis, ‘Tarquin and Lu- 
crece; and his MifceUany Poems, with Critical Kemarks en 
all his Plays. By feveral Hands. To which is prefix’d, an 
Eflay on the Art, Rife, and Progrefs, of the Stage in Greece, 
Rome, and Engiand ; its d:fferent Encouragements, Perfections, 
and Defeéts. Printed tor E. Curll at the Jnial and Bible again” 
St. Dunttan’s Ctiurch, and E, Sanger at the Poft-houfe,in Fleet- 
ftreer, Pr. 5 @ N.B, This Volume is printed exactly as the 
Plays, and fome on large Paper to compleat Sets, at 7 s. and 
6 d. each in Sheets, . 

This Day is publifh’d, 
444 The Antorous War: Or, A Duel with the Paffions: 
A oem. In a Letter toa Friend. By a Geniieman of ihe Unt 
verfity of Oxford. To which is added, Tne Deteat: Or, The 
Lover vanquifh’d, and again rallying with a Smile. Sold by 
John Morphew near Staticners-Hall. 1709. Price 2d. 

‘ This Day is publith’d, 

tH Manifefte de fa Majefté Augufte II. Roy de Pologne, 
Giand Duc de Lithume, &.. Sur ion retour en Pulogge. L’An 
1709. Sur la Copiz imprimée a Drelden. To be fold at Pad 
and Ifaac Vaillenr’:, Bookfellers, in the Strand, 


— 





Sold by John Morphew near Stattoners-Hal 5 where Advertifements are taken in. 





